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and bravest of his old comrades going over boldly to the support of secession. Did he hesitate ? Not for an instant. It was not even a choice that he made. It was a prompt utterance of his inbred belief, that this government of the people must be preserved, and that his talent, his strength, and his life belonged to the people to save his and their priceless inheritance.
Hancock was essentially and thoroughly a Democrat. It was his creed by inheritance, by education, and by the force of his instructed conscience. An "indestructible union of indestructible States " was what he believed in. It was that for which his ancestors fought, that which he had sworn to preserve, and that which formed the basis of the great Eepublic. It was as a Democrat that he hastened to the preservation of this Union, gave his best energies, and shed his blood in its preservation.
In the war of the Union, Hancock developed those rare administrative powers which made him the model commander as well as the brave soldier. It was not alone his dashing personal valor which brought him so rapidly to high command. Others possessed this quality and yet never rose. It was his solid character, his true wisdom, which gave into his hands such vast responsibilities.
In this hard school of war he showed that he possessed a judgment of men and of means that was quick and accurate; that he had fertility of resource and readiness in execution; that he could rule men with justice as he could lead them with brilliant valor.
And when it was necessary to stir the people to a to his troops or make him lose a victory. He was not willing to run any risks."
